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Upcoming Events
 

April 2019
GPAHU Monthly Meeting
Mercer's- Tammy Halter
Date: April 16, 2019
11:30 am to 1:00 pm
Phoenix Country Club
2901 N 7th St
Phoenix, AZ 85014
Register Here
 
SAAHU Monthly Meeting
ASU's- Jonathan Bundy-Ethics
Date: April 16, 2019
8:00 am to 10 am 
Sheraton Tucson Hotel
5151 Grant Road 
Tucson, AZ 85712
Register Here
 
SAAHU Golf Tournament
Date: April 19, 2019
8:00 am to 1 pm
Arizona National Golf Course
9777 E Sabino Greens Dr
Tucson, AZ 85749
Register Here
 
 

MAY
AAHU Annual Symposium
May 2, 2019 
Time: 8:00 am to 4:oo pm

 
The deadline for bills to be heard in the Arizona

54th Legislature has officially passed.
 

All bills that have not been heard in committee (other
than the House and Senate appropriations
committees next week) are now considered dead.
Moving forward, legislative activity (outside the
budget) will take place on the floor or through
conference committees. Of the 1,289 bills introduced
this session, the Legislature has now passed 47 bills
with the Governor signing 35 and vetoing 1.
 
Due to Representative David Stringer's (District 1)
recent resignation from the House, activity at the
Capitol is expected to slow down until a replacement
is found. 31 votes are still required to pass any bill out
of the House and Republicans are currently down to
30 members. Until a replacement is named,
Democrats can block all legislative bills from moving
forward in the chamber.

Reportedly, former State Senator Steve Pierce
(R-Prescott) is considered the frontrunner for the
vacant seat. Under state law, the county board
of supervisors selects a replacement from three
individuals selected by the precinct committee
members from the vacating member's party.
Yavapai County's Republican precinct committee
members are meeting this Sunday to select their
candidates and the board of supervisors meets
on Wednesday.

Budget negotiations between the Legislature and the
Governor's Office are ongoing. It is anticipated
discussions around the budget, tax conformity, and
other key issues like Wayfair and taxation of digital
goods and services will intensify over the next few
weeks.
 

What else is happening:
 

U.S. District Judge John Bates in Washington said
the administration's final rule allowing associations
and employers to band together to create AHPs goes

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?preview=true&m=1107203470852&ca=0bee7b02-e666-44af-a1d3-0c48d97251dd&id=preview
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eg7jqng6d7b0964f&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://saahu.starchapter.com/meet-reg1.php?id=17
https://saahu.org/meetinginfo.php?id=11&ts=1551828129
http://newsmanager.commpartners.com/nahuw/issues/2019-03-29/5.html
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Phoenix Airport Marriott
 1101 N 44th Street

Phoenix, AZ 85008
Register HERE
 
SAAHU Monthly Meeting
Date: May 15, 2019
8:00 am to 10 am 
Sheraton Tucson Hotel
5151 Grant Road 
Tucson, AZ 85712
Register Here
 
 
June-July
NAHU National Conference
Date: June 29- July 2
Sheraton San Diego Hotel & Marina
San Diego, California 92101
More information here

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

beyond its authority under the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA).

Since the final regulations include a severability
provision, under it, if a provision is found entirely
invalid then "the provision shall be severable
from the final regulations and shall not affect the
remainder thereof." (29 C.F.R. § 2510.3-5(g)). In
light of this provision, the court remanded the
final regulations to the Department of Labor for
consideration in the first instance of how the
severability provision affects the remaining
portions of the final regulations.

SB 1085 Association Health Plans (Brophy
McGee): With U.S. District Judge John Bates
blocking the Trump Administration's new rules
governing Association Health Plans, the future of SB
1085 is now in question; however, the bill's sponsor,
Senator Kate Brophy McGee plans to continue to
move forward with her bill this session.
 
HB 2166 Unfair Claims Practices; Cost Sharing
(Barto): HB 2166 passed out of the Senate Finance
Committee, 7-0, on Wednesday March 27.  While the
bill was amended slightly to restrict some co-pay
coupons, HB 2166 remains problematic as it does
nothing to address the root cause of unaffordable
drug prices and it limits health insurers and
employers' ability to retain incentives to promote the
use of affordable generic drugs over costly named
brand drugs. 
 
SB 1109 (HB 2375) Short-term Limited Duration
Insurance (Livingston/(Barto)): Signed by Governor
Ducey. This legislation conforms state law to new
federal rules by permitting STLD policy periods to be
up to 364 days and to allow renewals not to exceed
36 months of coverage. The legislation requires the
insurer to include a prominent disclosure alerting the
consumer to limitation of STLD insurance and to
provide a renewal notice before the policy expires.

The Law will take effect 90 days after the
legislature adjourns Sine die.

SB 1469 Agency Consolidation (Livingston): The
bill consolidates the Arizona Department of
Financial Institutions and the Automobile Theft
Authority into the Department of Insurance.
Reportedly we are hearing from folks at the DOI that
the Governor may consider signing this bill; however,
there is no clear indication one way or another at this
point. Insurance Director Keith Schraad would be the
Director of the new combined agency.

 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eg7vzck4e1f1b97f&llr=eqnqhfhab
https://saahu.org/meetinginfo.php?id=16&ts=1552338469
https://nahu.org/events/recurring-events/2019-annual-convention
https://ambetter.azcompletehealth.com/
https://www.azblue.com/brokersandconsultants
https://www.uhc.com/
https://www.cigna.com/
https://www.humana.com/
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Capitol Conference Update
 
 

Great time at Capitol Conference. Our Arizona
contingent was 50% new attendees, all reported a
great trip and glad they were in attendance. If you
have never attended, please seek someone who has
starting with your local board.
 
General sessions opened with the Keynote speakers
Charlie Cook (https://cookpolitical.com/) and Stu
Rothenberg
(https://insideelections.com/contributors/stuart-
rothenberg) with a lively, funny, and honest look at
the political climate.
 
Throughout the sessions, we had the opportunity
(links to commentary or news releases) to hear
directly from Alex Azar, Secretary of Health and
Human Services, Representatives: Ami Bera (D-
CA/7), Larry Buschon (R-IN/8), Angie Craig (D-
MN/2), Suzan DelBene (D-WA/1), Mike Gallagher (R-
WI/8), and Ed Perlmutter (D-CO/7) not to mention
countless experts weighing in on the healthcare
conversation.
 
The final day spent walking in the Hill and speaking to
our Arizona legislators Biggs, Gallego, Gosar,
Grijalva, Kirkpatrick, Lesko, McSally, O'Halleran,
Schweikert, Sinema, and Stanton.
 

 
Other Items to Note: 

 

Medicare made $23 billion in payment errors
in 2017.

Majority favor several actions to keep Rx
prices downin the recent KFF poll. We'll see
what comes out of the Administration.

In another KFF poll, slight increase in
support for Single-Payer. For those of you
who attended the lunch with Marcy Buckner
on March 19th, you'll remember her
comments single-payer is currently DOA;
however, the continuing commentary is
called "setting the table" for if/when
Administration and Congress shifts to be
more friendly. Public opinion is just one part
of the strategy.    

https://www.alerusrb.com/
https://www.benefit-plans-inc.com/
https://www.basiconline.com/
https://www.blackgould.com/
https://www.deltadentalaz.com/
https://www.paragonpartners.cc/
https://rogersbenefit.com/
https://www.securecaredental.com/
https://cookpolitical.com/
https://insideelections.com/contributors/stuart-rothenberg
https://www.hhs.gov/about/leadership/secretary/speeches/2019-speeches/remarks-to-the-national-association-of-health-underwriters.html
https://bera.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/bera-gottheimer-walorski-marchant-introduce-legislation-to-delay-the
https://bucshon.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=1323
https://craig.house.gov/media/press-releases/congresswoman-angie-craig-authors-bill-help-states-reduce-health-care-premiums
https://gallagher.house.gov/media/press-releases/gallagher-introduces-bill-improve-transparency-healthcare-pricing
https://perlmutter.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2396
https://www.gao.gov/assets/700/697981.pdf
https://kaiserfamilyfoundation.files.wordpress.com/2019/02/feb-tracking-poll-chart-2.png
https://www.kff.org/health-costs/press-release/poll-nearly-1-in-4-americans-taking-prescription-drugs-say-its-difficult-to-afford-medicines-including-larger-shares-with-low-incomes/
https://www.kff.org/slideshow/public-opinion-on-single-payer-national-health-plans-and-expanding-access-to-medicare-coverage/
https://nahu.org/resources/compliance-corner/team/committee/marcy-buckner
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2018-2019 Theme: 
 

Protect Your
Future

 
 

And a final thanks for all of you who have
participated in Operation Shout. They are one of
NAHU primary tools for advocacy. Please watch
out for them and act quickly when you see them.

 
 

 
 
 

Make sure to register for NAHU's podcasts
on Stitcher or iTunes.
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

::Thank you again to those that attended DATC
and NAHU Capitol Conference. See you at AAHU

State Symposium and NAHU National Conference. 
  

 
Your AAHU Legislative Co-Chairs

  
Peter Rowe

 Jennifer Farrell

                       

Be sure to visit us at www.azahu.org

https://www.tasconline.com/
https://www.tdadental.com/
https://www.azfmc.com/
https://www.redirecthealth.com/
https://www.vsp.com/
https://emihealth.com/
http://www.hma-hi.com/
https://www.wageworks.com/
http://cqrcengage.com/nahu/home?2
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/nahu-healthcare-happy-hour
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/nahu-healthcare-happy-hour/id1371676417?mt=2
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/nahu-healthcare-happy-hour/id1371676417?mt=2
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/nahu-healthcare-happy-hour
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=eqnqhfhab&oeidk=a07eg7vzck4e1f1b97f&condition=SO_OVERRIDE
https://nahu.org/events/recurring-events/2019-annual-convention
mailto:peter@arcwood.com
mailto:jennifer.farrell@blackgould.com
http://www.azahu.org/
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